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Have Your Say 
Marks Tay Parish Council -Allan Walker, Chairman, Marks Tey Parish 
Council 
 
A lot of people in Marks Tay do not want any expansion and the Parish 
Council recognise this but if development comes the Parish Council has to 
influence that to be for the good of Marks Tey Parish. Also if growth in 
Colchester has to be this significant then the Parish Council has said that the 
proposals are innovative and that we will work with them to ensure that they 
remain excellent and that Marks Tey Parish gains from every stage but the 
Parish Council are concerned about the deliverability of what is proposed and 
whether it will ever happen as envisaged.  
 
The Parish Council will resolve a response on the proposals during the 
consultation period and our Neighbourhood Plan will no doubt seek to adjust 
some of what is proposed, but the first phase seems to offer some specific 
early indicators on delivery that are crucial to the proposals: 
- will the proposals influence Highways England on the route of the improved 
A12? 
- Will the proposals influence Government on local Development Corporations 
and the route and funding for the dualled A1 20? 
- Will a temporary two-way A120 bypass be effected before development 
commences? 
- Will the development really be light touch to existing communities? 
All of these will give good early indications of how the development will 
proceed and give all of us the opportunity if we need to, to shout foul and call 
for a review if they falter or fail. 
 
It has been argued that all of this is too early a debate. Of course all of this is 
at risk, but we pay our planners to plan and residents want to know and 
interact with the details of what is being planned. The issues that delay is 
argued for are issues that the Garden Community proposals need to affect 
and influence and it is also these which will give early indicators of the viability 
of the Garden Community proposals. They are interlinked. 
 
Concerning the delivery risks, Colchester is the only one of the three partner 
authorities where there is not political consensus on the proposals. For 
Colchester's largest party to be at odds with the biggest issue to affect 
Colchester for a generation is a major part of the delivery risks I have 
mentioned. Come on all Members get a grip and seek a cross party 
consensus. Is party politics about you working for the greater good of the 
community or for yourselves for re-election? Does phrasing and real early 
deliverables give an opportunity for us all to hold the proposals to account and 
an opportunity to politically square the circle? 
 
Allan Walker 
6th Nov 2017 


