
Marks Tey Parish Council 
Annual Assembly – 20th May 2019 
 
Chairman’s Report 
 
This is the time to pick out the notable things that have happened at the Parish Council over the last 
year, but also to admit to those things we would have liked to go better. Firstly, though, I have to say 
that most of the notable things have been promoted and delivered by Parish Councillors and Parish 
staff many of whom are sitting round the table. I am just the messenger. Your Parish Councillors and 
staff (and Borough and County Councillors and staff) work hard and selflessly. Your Parish 
Councillors are committed to the whole parish of Marks Tey and gain no payment or reward for what 
they do – they do it because they are community minded, they think they should, and that they want 
to offer their skills. They don’t even have photos of themselves in the Newsletter, although I’d like to 
change that. They all have my immense respect and gratitude. 
 
The notable things for the Parish Council in the last year have been from the expansion of what we 
are trying to do for you, our community:  

 We have held regular community picnics for parent and their children in school holidays,  

 our Young at Heart group for the over 50’s meets monthly  

 we have started a Community Library where people can come along have a tea or coffee and 
a cake, a chat and exchange a book from our growing library.  

 Our twice yearly litter picks are attracting more and more helpers and producing more bags of 
rubbish and a cleaner parish for us all.  

 We have also revived the Summer Fete as a trial, and following people reporting this to have 
been a great success, and we are doing one again this summer on Saturday 10th August.  

 There are Wine Tasting evenings run by the Parish Council.  

 and again the various groups and clubs hiring the Parish Hall are still as varied as anywhere in 
Colchester,  

 our hosting of Giggle City seems from the numbers a great success if sometimes noisy 

 details of all of the above have been circulated in our quarterly Newsletter delivered by 
volunteers to hopefully every premises in Marks Tey. 

 We try to keep people informed via the Newsletter and our more frequently on our website 

 And as we know people don’t always view the website we have started a Facebook page 

 With planning gain money held by and help from CBC we have provided following the new 
picnic benches, a path and tidying in Lay Field, with another new path to be provided this year. 

 We have worked with Penny Meadows to raise funds for a Defibrillator that will this year be 
sited at the Marks Tey Pharmacy. We hear that there is now a defibrillator on platform 1 at the 
station and we are starting fund raising for one at the other end of the parish. 

 We are still pursuing a Neighbourhood Plan for Marks Tey Parish so that if development 
comes along through the proposed Local Plan it can be applied so as to protect those things 
and provide the replacement of the overloaded infrastructure, that you have told us about 
through the questionnaires you filled in, and that continues to affect us all. 

 Although the Parish Council has very few powers nor direct control over many things 
ourselves, we have tried to raise issues that individuals and groups of individuals have raised 
with the appropriate bodies, most of whom we try to have liaison meetings with. 

 
All of the above would not happen without our brilliant team of volunteers. They are an equal part of 
what we do and the Parish Council is committed to encouraging volunteers and supporting 
volunteering in Marks Tey. Sometimes what we are trying to do, like the Neighbourhood Plan, seems 
impossible and very frustrating for us all but we often get over it with humour, sometimes after a bit of 
crossness!  
 
This is my fourth annual report and I was hoping it would be my last, but not so. The Parish Council 
needs to keep itself fresh with new faces and new ideas and new ways of doing things and thus 
change is healthy and desirable. Whilst there might not be a change of Chairman yet, we have seen 
Cllr Juliet English move to Norfolk and Cllr Robin Rust join us to take her place. We also have the 
potential for two more new Councillors with Cllr Su Moakes-Cook moving out of the parish and Cllr 
Malcolm Bailey still Chair of the St Andrews Primary Governors and becoming increasingly busy with 
other things. Both have agreed to stay on and manage things they are involved in until we find 



replacements. So now is a great time to come and join us and use your ideas and energy to help 
drive us, and our community, forward. If you don’t want to become a Parish Councillor come and offer 
to help as a volunteer either delivering our Newsletters, picking litter twice a year and enjoying a 
scrumptious snack lunch, or helping with some of our community groups or with the summer fete. All 
help is appreciated and needed, just ring myself, our Clerk, or any Councillor.  
 
We have also had a change of Parish Clerk. Steve Marriot left us to reduce his work time and we 
have recruited Gemma Humphries, who lives on the estate, as our new Clerk. Gemma, has a young 
family, comes from a financial background and is new to Parish Council work but is learning fast and 
has achieved a clean Audit. 
 
The financial status of the Parish Council continues to be strong with an increase in carry forward and 
a clear Audit at year’s end. The increased carry forward comes from more hirings of the Parish Halls 
and us not spending some building improvement monies earlier in the year. We have improved the 
lighting to the Halls and lowered costs and energy consumption by moving to LEDs and we were 
successful in gaining an ECC CIF grant last year to assist the formation of the Community library and 
to give better sound characteristics in the Small Hall and isolation from the Main Hall. Our Borough 
Councillors also contributed to this through their CBC allocated funding for which we are thankful. Our 
greatest cost is the Parish Hall so please come and use it or tell us why. We have effected access 
restrictions to our entrance which may be inconveniencing some of you but these are only for use at 
critical time to help deter unauthorised access as we have had some problems.We are looking at 
ways that we can re-organise our Committee structure to be more efficient with people’s time but that 
will be for this year. 
 
As Chairman I also feel that our interaction with the bigger things that are happening or threatening to 
happen to Marks Tey have somewhat stalled in 2018 despite us working hard and trying to push 
things on. Colchester Borough Council’s proposed Local Plan is focused on the additional work 
required by the Planning Inspector in 2017 and thus there has been little CBC direct involvement with 
the Parish Council and the gains that we thought we had secured in 2017 from if development had to 
come our way,  

 a park adjacent to Long Green,  

 a true Marks Tey bypass from the Coggeshall bypass to the A12,  

 a light touch with any new development that might come in the next 15 years with the existing 
settlements of Little Tey and Marks Tey  

These seem not to have been taken any further and there is talk of starting these discussions all 
again. Similarly on the A12 and A120, the A12 has become embroiled with the proposed Local Plan 
possibly with even less improvement for Marks Tey and possibly some detriment. We continue to try 
to get all options considered so that a true comparison of one against the other can be made in 
choosing preferred route. The scheme has been carried forward by Government as a guaranteed 
project in the 2020-25 roads programme, but this means that it will not be open until the middle of the 
2020’s. With the A120, despite some excellent feasibility work by Essex County Council which 
concluded during the year, their preferred route from the south of Kelvedon leaves Marks Tey 
potentially with the greatest amount of residual traffic of any of the routes, hence us pushing for a 
bypass. Despite this the Parish Council have responded that a replacement of the A120 on any of the 
routes is better than no replacement and we have added our support to ECC to get it included by 
Government in the 2020-25 roads programme which is likely to be decided in autumn this year. 
 
Interaction and lack of early communications over the Roman River bridge and now the Rail Bridge 
and the disruptions over the road closure have been tedious but the resulting Roman River bridge 
was well managed on site and the result is excellent. Aldham Parish Council and ourselves are 
seeking to restrict HGVs using this route that so annoy residents but we are meeting various 
obstacles. 
 
When I started this report I did not think we had had a very busy year. I see I was wrong and must be 
getting used to it! Please come and join us either as a volunteer or Parish Councillor. 
 
Allan Walker   20th May 2019 
Chair, Marks Tey Parish Council 
chairman@marksteyparish.org .uk 
01206 211424 


