
Marks Tey Parish Council 
Full Council meeting Monday, 11 February 2019. 
Agenda item - Local Plan 2019/029 
 
Meeting with Borough Cllr Andrew Ellis - Wednesday, 6 February.2019 
 
Present 
Cllr Allan Walker.   Borough Cllr Andrew Ellis 
Cllr Kate Evans 
Cllr Maureen Callen. 
Cllr John Wood 
Cllr Bert Thomas. 
Cllr Gerald Wells. 
Clark - Gemma Humphries. 
 
Purpose 
At the January Full Council meeting it was agreed that we would have this separate 
meeting with Cllr Andrew Ellis to talk about Local Plan and the Conservative Party’s 
approach to this should they take over leadership of the Council in the May elections. 
 
Discussion  
1. Cllr Ellis explained that Cllr Gerard Oxford had been appointed chair of the Local Plan 

Committee. 
2. Prior to this, with the balance of votes in the Committee, CBC officer Andrew Weavers 

had been chairing the Committee. Ian Vipond had been supplying all parties with full 
information on issues. With the return of the political Chair, the Conservative Group are 
now receiving less information. 

3. CBC officers continue to supply monthly updates on the Local Plan additional work to 
the Inspector. The January report shows some slippage in timescale with the 
resubmission of part one to the Inspector now anticipated for autumn 2019. This is likely 
to be determined by spring 2020 and if found sound will be adopted by the Planning 
Authorities by summer 2020. The proposed Local Plan part two will then be submitted 
for Inspection in spring/summer 2020 with a view to adoption of this in winter 
2020/spring 2021. 

4. The proposed Public Consultation over the Part 1 Local Plan with its additional 
information is proposed for a six-week period over the summer 2019. 

5. The consultation is likely to be undertaken by the North Essex Garden Communities 
limited (NEGC Ltd), the public delivery company set up by the Planning Authorities, of 
which Richard Bayley is the managing director. 

6. Richard Bayley is currently meeting with various landowners and is also meeting with 
local A12 objectors. 

7. NEGC Ltd affairs are overseen by a Board, chaired by Cllr John Spence of ECC (who 
had been acting as proxy for the leader of ECC), although ECC Leader, David Finch, is 
also now attending meetings. 

8. There is current discussion about further funding for NEGC Ltd within CBCs 2019/20 
budget. This is contained within a budget item for the Local Plan and involves committal 
of a further £350k of £450k identified funding and is a politically sensitive issue currently 
being debated. 

9. Cllr Ellis commended the Greater Essex Growth & Infrastructure framework, a document 
prepared by Aecom and said that he would send the chair a copy. It identifies the 



infrastructure funding gaps Essex and its towns are facing out to 2036. In the case of 
Essex this is £4.4 billion and Colchester £335 million. These figures include the 
proposed Garden Communities. 

10. Depending on which housing allocation figure is used (the Planning Inspector has 
accepted a lower figure for the Local Plan being considered). CBC has a 4 to 5 year 
allocation of sites for housing. This makes it less susceptible to aggressive planning 
applications, but to prove the 5 year supply CBC are having to include allocations from 
the currently unexamined section 2 of the Local Plan demonstrating how critical it is (in 
Andrew’s opinion) to get an adopted plan in place. Braintree and Tendring DCs do not 
currently have valid local plans and continue to fall prey to speculative development 
applications.. 

11. Relative to the above (10), Cllr Walker asked where Marks Tey therefore stood in the 
event of an aggressive planning application along the A120 on the Braintree side of the 
CBC border. 

 
Conservative Approach. 
1. Should the Conservatives take over leadership of CBC in May, they are likely to 

approach the Planning Inspector with a decision to pursue his Option 1, i.e. remove the 
Garden Communities proposals with a view to resubmitting these in the future, allowing 
the time needed to do all the additional work requested by the planning inspector 
properly (the Planning Authorities are currently pursuing his option 2 - keep the Garden 
Communities in the Part 1 submission and undertake the requested additional work). 
Andrew does not believe the current approach will produce a sound Section One plan 
within the current timetable. 

2. There will be a greater emphasis on Neighbourhood Planning and working with 
communities. 

3. The Conservatives believe they have identified further residential development 
opportunities within Colchester town which would relieve some of the pressure on 
meeting housing target numbers, but that development would be contingent on 
Neighbourhood planning and acceptance. 

4. Relative to Marks Tey, this is still likely to involve 1000-2000 new homes but working 
with the Parish Council and its Neighbourhood Plan on their placement. 

5. The Conservatives are likely to move towards adopting a Community Infrastructure Levy 
(CIL) approach, which sees a 25% allocation of the CIL raised directly to areas that 
have adopted Neighbourhood Plans (15% if no NP). They intend to help Neighbourhood 
Plan groups with some forward funding, which they would expect to ‘claw back’ when 
development occurs and the Neighbourhood benefits from the increased CIL 
contribution. CIL can be run in tandem with S106.  

 
How can we help? 
In answer to the question "how can the Parish Council best help its case and help Cllr Ellis 
projected it?", Cllr Ellis suggested that the Marks Tey Neighbourhood Plan be pursued and 
finished and promised more support as he sees it as the key to any development in Marks 
Tey, if that development is to be acceptable to the people that live here. 
 
 
Allan Walker, Chair, Marks Tey Parish Council. 
10. February 2019 
 


